
full circle magazine #91 1 contents ^

Full Circle
THE INDEPENDENT MAGAZINE FOR THE UBUNTU LINUX COMMUNITY

ISSUE #91 - November 201 4

FFuull ll CCii rrccllee MMaaggaazziinnee iiss nneeii tt hheerr aaff ff ii ll iiaatt eedd wwii tt hh,, nnoorr eennddoorrsseedd bbyy,, CCaannoonniiccaall LLtt dd..

KKOODDII ((FFKKAA:: XXBBMMCC))

BOOK REVIEW

SOME SOFTWARE ADDITIONS



full circle magazine #91 2 contents ^
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This means you can adapt, copy, d i stri bu te a nd tra nsmi t the a rti cl es bu t onl y u nd er the fol l owi ng cond i ti ons: you must attribute
the work to the ori gi nal author in some way (at least a name, emai l or URL) and to this magazine by name ('Full Ci rcl e M a g a zi ne' )

and the URL www. ful l ci rcl emagazi ne. org (but not attri bute the arti cl e(s) in any way that suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work). I f
you a l ter, transform, or bui l d upon thi s work, you must distribute the resulting work under the same, si mi l a r or a compa ti bl e l i cense.
Full Circle magazine is entirely independent of Canonical, the sponsor of the Ubuntu projects, and the views and opinions in the
magazine should in no way be assumed to have Canonical endorsement.
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WELCOME TO ANOTHER ISSUE OF FULL CIRCLE.

Python makes a triumphant return this month, but still no Blender again this month I 'm
a fra id .I f you read last month's issue you'll know that N icholas is now officially a father

and has probably only slept a handfull of hours this month. Completing the trinity (with
LibreOffice) is an interesting article on managing multiple passwords with a BASH script.
Very different!

Inkscape also continues as normal and is joined with the fourth in our series of kernel
articles and Charles returns with a second part to his Kodi (formerly known as XBMC) series.
Why I remember installing XBMC onto an Xbox. The first Xbox no less! OK, I'm giving away my
age. I 'll stop now.

Elementary OS is reviewed as is the book (kindly gifted to us by Packt Publishing) Web
Development with MongoDB and NodeJS by Jason Krol.Lucas touched upon NodeJS in a
previous Command and Conquer article. So,it's only natural that he should review the book.
As ever, please support Packt as they're one of the few publishers who send us books for
review.

This month brings to an end my current Arduino project, but I'll have something new for
you to do next month. Fear not!

Anyway, enough rambling from me. I hope you enjoy the issue.

All the best, and keep in touch!
Ronnie
ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org

This magazine was created using :

Full Circle Podcast
Released monthly, each episode
covers all the latest Ubuntu news,
opinions, reviews, interviews and
listener feedback. The Side-Pod is
a new addition, it's an extra
(irregular) short-form podcast
which is intended to be a branch
of the main podcast. I t' s
somewhere to put all the general
technology and non-Ubuntu stuff
that doesn’t fit in the main
podcast.

Hosts:
• Les Pounder
• Tony Hughes
• Jon Chamberlain
• Oliver Clark

http://fullcirclemagazine.org
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UBUNTU ONLINE SUMMIT

FOR UBUNTU 1 5.04 (VIVID

VERVET)

The Ubuntu Online Summit is an
event that allows the Ubuntu

community to contribute to the
development of the operating
system by taking part in
discussions with the developers. I t
features a lot of topics regarding
the system, some more complex
than others, but pretty much all of
the aspects of the distribution will
be covered.

The current summit is
scheduled to take place right after
the Ubuntu 1 5.04 (Vivid Vervet)
development cycle has started.
Users will be able to find out about
the features that are going to be
integrated in Ubuntu ahead of
time, and they will be able to query
the developers about any subject.
If you have any questions about
Ubuntu (not technical support
related ) ,if you want to know why
something is implemented in a
certain way, or you just want some
general information, then the
Ubuntu Online Summit is the place

to ask them.

Source:
http://news.softpedia.com/news/U
buntu-Online-Summit-for-Ubuntu-
1 5-04-Vivid-Vervet-Starts-I n-a-Few-
Days-464323.shtml
Submitted by: Silviu Stahie

MOZILLA RELEASES

‘FIREFOX DEVELOPER

EDITION ’ FOR WINDOWS,
MAC AND LINUX

The Developer Edition is exactly
what it says on the tin: a

browser built around the needs of
web developers.

The Firefox team set out to
bring together tools needed to
keep developers productive across
a multi-device and multi-platform
environment, “creating a focal
point to streamline your
development workflow.” Though
the Firefox Developer Edition has a
touch of the familiar, the rejigged
U Iand features make it a
formidable development

environment while still the fully
capable browser Firefox users
know and love.

The biggest change you’ll notice
is the dark UI of the slick inspector
applied to the rest of the browser.
Not your style? You can revert to
the familiar light theme by heading
into the Customize options at the
bottom of the “hamburger” menu
and clicking “Use Firefox Developer
Edition Theme”.

Source:
http://www.omgubuntu.co.uk/201
4/1 1 /mozilla-releases-firefox-
developer-edition
Submitted by: Sam Tran

DROPBOX 2.1 1 .34
EXPERIMENTAL FEATURES A

REWRITTEN UI FOR LINUX

CLIENT

D ropbox, a client for an online
service that lets you bring all

your photos, docs, and videos
anywhere, has been promoted to
version 2.1 1 .34 for the

experimental branch.

The Dropbox developers don't
usually provide too many changes
for the Linux platform and the
latest update is not all that
promising either. I n fa ct,there is
nothing specific for Linux, but the
branch is an entirely different
d iscu ssion.This will be a very
interesting release when it
becomes stable, but until then we
can take a closer look at what's
coming.

Source:
http://linux.softpedia.com/blog/Dr
opbox-2-1 1 -34-Experimental-
Features-a-Rewritten-UI -for-Linux-
Client-464468.shtml
Submitted by: Silviu Stahie

CANONICAL DROPS UBUNTU

1 4.1 0 DEDICATED IMAGES

FOR APPLE HARDWARE

Ubuntu 1 4.1 0 (Utopic Unicorn)
has been available for a

couple of weeks and the reception
has been positive for the most
part, but there is one small piece of
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interesting information that didn't
get revealed. I t looks like the
Ubuntu devs don't need to build
specific images for Apple
hardware.

Many Ubuntu users will
remember that, until the launch of
Ubuntu 1 4.1 0,there was an image
of the OS available labeled
amd64+mac, which was technically
aimed at Apple hardware.

The Ubuntu devs marked this
interesting evolution in the official
announcement for Ubuntu 1 4.1 0,
but it went largely unnoticed.

Source:
http://linux.softpedia.com/blog/Ca
nonical-Drops-Ubuntu-1 4-1 0-
Dedicated-Images-for-Apple-
Hardware-4641 74.shtml
Submitted by: Silviu Stahie

UBUNTU TOUCH MUSIC APP

IS PROOF THAT TOTAL

UBUNTU CONVERGENCEIS
GETTING CLOSER– GALLERY

While other platforms like
Windows or iOS are still

working towards their convergence
g oal,Canonical is already there and

the developers now have
applications that work both on the
mobile and on the desktop
platform without any major
modifications. One such example is
the Ubuntu Touch Music App,
which looks and feels native on
both operating systems.

For now, Canonical is working
on Ubuntu for phones and Ubuntu
for desktop. Before long, however,
the projects will be folded into a
single one, probably in a couple of
years. U ntil then, the biggest
change that we’re seeing due to
this convergence policy is the fact
that applications for Ubuntu Touch
don't really have a problem running
on the desktop.

The Ubuntu Touch Music App
2.0 is the same as the one you can
find on the mobile platform, but
there are some perks if you run it
on the desktop. Users can resize it
and work much more easily with
the playlist, which is a nice thing to
have. I n any case,it only runs on
Ubuntu 1 4.1 0 (Utopic Unicorn),so
that's the only way to test it.

Source:
http://news.softpedia.com/news/U
buntu-Touch-Music-App-Is-Proof-
that-Total-Ubuntu-Convergence-Is-

Getting-Closer-464595.shtml
Submitted by: Silviu Stahie

CHINA STARTS WINDOWS

WIPE-OUT, SWITCHES TO

LINUX

China is presently in a situation
to completely eradicate

Windows from the country. Though
this is not immediately possible,
the map to wipe-out the Windows
operating system from every
computer is planned over a period
of a few years from now.

According to a report on
SoftPedia, China has planned to
move away from Microsoft
Windows completely. Recently,
China had announced the ban of
Windows 8 in the country accusing
Microsoft of spying the China
government and businesses via the
operating system.

China has made it mandatory to
all organizations to switch from the
Microsoft Windows operating
system to a locally developed
operating system based on Linux.

China believes that by the year
2020, they will successfully
eradicate Windows and would have

an already switched to a more
powerful and secure operating
system of their own.

Source:
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/1
41 1 01 /technology-
latest/article/china-starts-
windows-wipe-out-switches-linux
Submitted by: Arnfried Walbrecht

KRITA DESKTOP: A FREE,
OPEN SOURCE PAINTING

TOOL, MAYBE AS GOOD AS

PHOTOSHOP

I f you do any graphics work you
should take a look at Krita

Desktop, a really impressive
painting tool that rivals Adobe
Photoshop for features and makes
some ways of working much easier.

Available as free, open source
software for Windows (Vista, 7, 8) ,
Linux (Ubuntu, Mint, Debian, and
others) and OS X (the site only
refers to 1 0.9 compatibility but I
ran it under 1 01 .1 0 without
problems). Krita Desktop is also
available in two paid-for variants:
Krita Studio and Krita Gemini.

First impressions: Way cool,
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